Autoethnography in the Indigenous Tourism Experience by Beeton, Sue
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst 
Travel and Tourism Research Association: Advancing Tourism Research Globally 
Autoethnography in the Indigenous Tourism Experience 
Sue Beeton 
Sue Beeton 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra 
Beeton, Sue, "Autoethnography in the Indigenous Tourism Experience" (2021). Travel and Tourism 
Research Association: Advancing Tourism Research Globally. 8. 
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra/2021/qual_research_papers/8 
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Travel and Tourism Research Association: Advancing Tourism Research Globally by an authorized 
administrator of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more information, please contact 
scholarworks@library.umass.edu. 
Autoethnography in the Indigenous Tourism Experience 
 
I squatted down, knees and joints creaking, and felt the stone… My world started to spin as I was transported back, back, 
back and the misty rain of the day embraced me. 
We have been here for ever, the people of the stones whispered … 
Most of those who experience indigenous tourism are themselves non-indigenous, and may view their experience quite 
differently to the ways the community may expect, or even want. Often our experiences are deeply personal, even spiritual. 
How to understand these personal experiences is an ongoing issue and can only be met by using more controversial 
research approaches, such the story-telling style of evocative autoethnography. The truly powerful element of 
autoethnography is when the ‘subject’ reveals something deep and personal that cannot be told/uncovered by others, which 
is a challenge in itself, but in order to get to and understand the deeply personal tourist experience, particularly in the 
indigenous realm, autoethnography remains one of the most pertinent approaches. 
 
